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Constitutional amendment; qualifications of voters, right 

to vote, persons not entitled to vote. 

Introduced by: Sen. Mamie E. Locke (Chief Patron) 

Introduced by: Del. Elizabeth B. Bennett-Parker (Chief Patron) 

Summary As Introduced 

Constitutional amendment (first reference); qualifications of voters; right to vote; persons 

not entitled to vote. Provides that every person who meets the qualifications of voters set forth 

in the Constitution of Virginia shall have the fundamental right to vote in the Commonwealth and 

that such right shall not be abridged by law, except for persons who have been convicted of a 

felony and persons who have been adjudicated to lack the capacity to understand the act of 

voting. A person who has been convicted of a felony shall not be entitled to vote during any 

period of incarceration for such felony conviction, but upon release from incarceration for that 

felony conviction and without further action required of him, such person shall be invested with 

all political rights, including the right to vote. Currently, in order to be qualified to vote a person 

convicted of a felony must have his civil rights restored by the Governor or other appropriate 

authority. The amendment also provides that a person adjudicated by a court of competent 

jurisdiction as lacking the capacity to understand the act of voting shall not be entitled to vote 

during this period of incapacity until his capacity has been reestablished as prescribed by law. 

Currently, the Constitution of Virginia provides that a person who has been adjudicated to be 

mentally incompetent is not qualified to vote until his competency is reestablished. 
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