
Promoting Restorative Justice in the 
Shenandoah Valley since 1985



Why It Matters
“Prisons do not disappear problems, they disappear human
beings, and the practice of disappearing vast numbers of
people from poor, immigrant and racially marginalized
communities has literally become big business.”

Dr. Angela Davis, 1998



Mission of GH
For the last 35 years, Gemeinschaft Home has provided cutting
edge therapeutic services to individuals with justice-system
related challenges, who have been released or diverted from
incarceration, in support of a transition to healthy 
community living.



Vision and Values

Changing Lives
Breaking Cycles of Recidivism
Creating Better Communities

By providing individuals in crisis the tools to avert deepening or
recurring problems, Gemeinschaft Home helps to improve
community health consistently over time. 



VADoC Community Residential Program -- adult male 
 residents only
Day Reporting Center -- adult male and female non-residential
(and some residential) participants
Drug Treatment Court Partnership -- adult male and female
residents and non-residents
Self-Pay Program -- adult male residents only

Re-Entry and Diversion

Programs 



Trauma-Informed Practice--helping survivors of traumatic
events and experiences understand how the long-term effects
of trauma influence their current situation
Cognitive-Behavioral Approaches--helping program
participants change behaviors and patterns of thinking to
affect life choices and outcomes
Restorative Justice--helping participants reconcile with
themselves and their own histories in order to enable them to
seek reconciliation with their families and communities 

 

Principles 



The residential home for men at 
1423 Mount Clinton Pike

The residential home for women at 
110 Old South High Street



Sharon Ringgold.
Executive Dirtector

John Butler,
Residence Life Coordinator 
and Case Manager 

Aaron Oda, 
Program Case Manager

Jumar Peterson,
Day Reporting Center Manager

Michelle Roberts,
Day Reporting Center Case
Manager (women)



Jeanette Foster
Executive Assistant

Laura Reubush
Office Manager

Michael Ray
Bookkeeper

Teresa Jarrett
Food Service Manager

Russell Smith 
Maintenance



full-time room and board 
life-recovery programs
individual case management
referrals to community services
referrals to educational opportunities
employment referrals

At our residential homes, we serve men and women with 

Services 



Subtle Differences

economic marginalization and poverty 
toxic living situations and/or homelessness 
trauma and gendered pathways to incarceration
aggravation of mental health problems and suicidal ideation
family separation and custody issues

While men and women face many of the same difficulties, several
reports by the Prison Policy Initiative show that women are more
severely affected by



Real Life 

Michelle Roberts' own story forms an important basis for her
commitment to the cause of women in transition.

She knows most of the issues that women who have run into justice
system-related challenges face, as well as the reasons for those
challenges such as trauma and addiction. 



The Bigger Picture
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/women.html



"Gemeinschaft Home can be part of the movement to address the
systemic problems that make criminal offending more likely."
                                                                     Dr. Tim Brazil, Board Member

It is only through continued community support for Gemeinschaft
Home and other programs like it that we can begin to break down the
“justice” system that has failed so many and work to build community
and individual-centered alternatives to carceral punishment.

Why It Matters



Educate--yourself and others about the need for more
funding for and capacity of transitional programs for women 
Advocate--spread the word about GH via social media and in-
person
Coordinate--deepen public awareness of reentry services at
GH through your events
Donate--help us raise the funds that will allow us to expand
our services and grow our programs

Your support is important!

Support



Thank You for your attention 
and your service to our communities


