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A Note from our President Betsy DeWeese

Greetings Fellow Members,

AAUW National s Mi ssion is oO0To advance (¢
and girls t hrough research, education a
Mountain Branchos Purpose is o0To promot e
development of opportunities for women and girls in our local

counties that enable them to reali ze thei

: _ _ I N THI'S | SSU PAGE
Our membership of 60 (and growing!) is hard at work accomplishing

great things to achieve our purpose. Many activities serve thé’Wérméy "9 Eve 2
and girls of our local counties. But we also have internal vanshst r i ct 3 ere
activities that promote our own development and education. The

November Fun 4 ser

amazing dynamic | see is that we accomplish great things while
developing friendships, laughing (a lot!!l) and sometimes &yifig " s "' P
together. | am humbled to be working with such a wonderful group ©f a m 8
strong, intelligent women as | learn your stories of profe§sr!qnglr et cro 9
achievement and talent, as well as your stories of personal loss and

tragedy. Schol arship 10

This newsletter is filled with opportunities to get involved with’th&“ "' catto 10

work of our branch. | encourage you to find something youpwouldi ¢ Pol ic 11

enjoy doing, and sign up! Yqugol]| Sgoetlsgzrpr
friendship you will reap while helping local women and girls realize
their full potential. Member Surve 12

All the Best,
Betsy



UPCOMI NG EVENTS

SAVE

Dates to Remember: THE DATES!

Monday, October"t8rough Friday, Novemtad Brop off Silent Auction Items and Door
Prizes.

Wednesday, Octobéf @Classics meeting/lunch at Taaza Indian Restaurant in Roanoke
(Special guest stars: the ladies of the International Group)

Saturday, Octobei"@®BW District Meetidgzoomd Turning Point Museum.
See page 3 for details and RSVP instructions.

Wednesday, Novemlsed Biternational Studies meeting (Canadian Healthcare)

Wednesday, Novembé&d3IMAAUW Fashion Show and Silent Auction
Saturday, JanuatydS MAAUW branch meeting: O0AIlIIl A

And, last but not ledgfatch for more information on our next state conference:

State of Virginia Conferenc

j

GOING THE DISTANCE FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

AAUW-VA Conference
Harrisonburg

March 26, 2022

ParitSalt ur day, Mar ccRERSON 2022, I N
Hot el Madison and Shenandoah Vall ey
ConferenceH&Lremiteonburg, VA
Par4Saz ur day, Apr il 3AMn,n uZad 2 B,u sMINRTsBALMe et i ng



SOUTHWEST DI STRI CT CONFERENCE

OW LONG
MUST
| women warr 'y

SUFFRAGIST MEMOR!

Join AALJYE i st eStrag uoday, Oct dibeearr :30, 2C

Pat Wi rEkecutive Director/ CEO
of the Turning Point Suffragist Me

Aifurning Point is the only suffragist memor
fragist who fought from 1848 to 1920 and toc
mendWi rth told the attendeedsh a2 OVieh.eb & & ceiveea tyi

applaud the unique walyertshtddr ywe have told tF

Our Zoom progriadn PG. 2: 00 pm
Reservations are recommended
RSvVByYy Friday, tOctober 29

To
Ani ta Aymer
Southwest District Representat:.
27-62@547
alaymer2010@gmail . com
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ANNUAL FASHI ON SHOW AND SI LENT A

Our annual fundraiser will return this year
on Wednesday, November 17

Plans are afoot for the return of our annual fundraiser, the*t . * e
Show and Silent Auction held at the Waterfront Country Club. Doors open at 11 am.

Tickets went on sale in September and, if history is a guide, they may already be sold out! C
o0oCel ebrate Women, 6 and celebrate we wil/
restrictions. Fortunately, the | oss of |
Exceptional results from 201906s fundrai se
award two $3,000 scholarships again in 2021, send four elementary school girls to science
pursue other community outreach activities with local scouts and schools.

Il t 6s al |l members on deck to ensure the s
Furick has issued a call to arms for members to help in the following ways:

§ PurchaseaTickRondt miss out on the T®Tun! See E
g Contribute an item (or more) for the Silent Auction. See Email #2, sent September 21

§ Ask a Local Business to Support SMAAUW. See Email #2, sentSeptérali&igaap
Genius link and instructions!

§ SupplyaDoorPiize& small wrapped gift or gift ca
Members, are you Re#&dy?6 Email, sent Se|

§ Watch for more information from the event committee chairs and volunteer for a job, large
does not matter, to prepare in advance or help on the day of the event.

§ Enjoy the festive day as we Celebrate Women!

The drop off period for Silent Auction donations, both personal items and those supplied by
is Monday Octobei"i@ Friday Novemb& 5 See t he oO0OMember ds Gui
Door prizes should be dropped off during the same period but with separate locations to elir
confusion. See the 0...are you Readyd6 e mse

For questions:
Registration, contact Ruth Oczkowski (roczkowski3@gmail.com).

Silent Auction items and signup for business visits, contact Margee Kauffman
(margaretkauffman@aol.com)

Door Prizes, contact Karen Corsell (kedibvernon@gmail.com) or Linda Wirt
(KlondikesMoml1@live.com)
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Ad Manager Susan McSlarrow is already hard at work with over 20 ads sold!

Boast about our work empowering women and make Betsy DeWeese proud!
Celebrate Women is our theme. And celebrate we will!

Door prizes are wrapped $10 gifts that go to Karen Corsell, LindaWirt or the rental of
Exuberant Laura Southall has designed the program.

Fashions from Chicods will get wus thin

Generous women bid on Silent Auction items. Last Silent Auction we funded $6,000 ir
Scholarships. Kris Hill and her team will make sure they go to worthy women.

Handbags should include checkbooks and cash, so remind your guests to bring themn
Impact from this one day...Priceless!

Just about everyone in our branch contributes to this annual fundraiser. Thank You!
Kindhearted and busy women take jobs to make sure everything runs smoothly.
Lunch will be delicious say Marsha Protinsky and Fran Cross, the menu/venue Quee
Models are being organized by Linda Baldwin and Mary Hamlin.

November Yat 11AM should already be on your calendar.

Often women of the community tell us they look forward to our fashion show.
Participating in the 50/50 raffle could make you a big winner, $700 last time.

Quickly get your reservations in because we only sell 160 tickets.

Reservations are made through Ruth Oczkowski. Once she confirms she has your $¢
you have a seat at the table.

Silent Auction items go to Janet Potte
organized and experienced.

Talking to local vendors is-amirAdvertising for them, scholarship money for us.

Undoubtedly Peg Goraa/50, Pat Armentrouinvocation, and Marsha Melkotmank
you notes, are doing important jobs.

Very classy centerpieces designed by Janet Potter will be on sale.
Waterfront Country Club on Anchor Drive is the venue and Pende Ford will check you
Xylophones might be fun for the Silent Auction.

You need to let Ruth know the names of your guests so Toni Seidelmann can make tt
cards.

Zoom right to the phone and call your friends with all the information!



MEMBERSHI P

From our VP of Membership Laura Southall:

| am happy to report that we are 60 members strong, including 3 who joined after attending
IN PERSON branch meeting in a year and a half on S&therbar&é&ios below for some of
our recent membeBsittany Webbane, Linda Strup, Cindy Connine, Tica Simpson and Kathle
RiordanWhat an impressive group of ladies!

| look forward to meeting more of you in the comingPteasth&et me know if you need any helj
in making your membership work fovMamt .to join one of our social grelefis@ut on a board
committed@eet for lunch? We want you to feel included and engaged, and | will help make 1
happen.

Email me at laura.castleman@comcast.net or come find me-dtveoniddbtug to meet you!

New Member Profiles
Cindy Connine
I moved to SML with my husband (Albrecht Inhoff) in August, 2019 (six months before the
after retiring from State University of New York at BingipatatenNY). | hold a PhD in
Psychology and | was a Professor of Psychology and Linguistics there with a research fo
language processing. Finding SML was just a bitthmovarthandart at a mapst coast, four
seasons, mild weather,-laké we love it here. | lived most of my life in upstate NY but | have
lived for extended periods in China, Belgium, The Netherlands and Germany. We love to tre
most recent ppandemic journeys have been long distance hiking in southern France/north
and extensive travel in Africa. I'm excited to join SMAAUW and getting involved, and | look 1
meeting you all!

Tica Simpson
My real name is Elizabeth, but my family lived in Peru for 10 years and my nicknadme is
grew up in New Jersey and Connecticut, studied government at Smith College and thought
study law, but changed my mind and got my Master's in Education from New Ybvie Unive
worked with high school students in some capacity for about 30 years, from Cape Co
Carolina, and spent almost half that time at a girls' school in Prirfoegat,tdlget married
until somewhat later in life, but | met my husband in Princeton and we moved to Virginia 7
when | took a job at Chatham Hall, a girls' boarding/schecbvered
the lake and fell in love with it, and bought a house where | am %
and happily retiredippee!l enjoy rowing, reading, yoga, swimjAi
golfing, learning, and most of all laughing.




MEMBERSHI P, cont

Brittany Lane

Greetings to all! My name is Brittany Lane and | was born in Rocky Mount, Virginia and re
mother to go forth and take on the world with a fierce and passionate spirit. | am an edu
motivator, and coll aborator that i ves r
wor k. o | enjoy reading, t r a vigiladuatad frgm Faankbin
County High School in 2007 and went on to attend college\&ekiatdimeersity (where | met
my wonderful husband, Edwin). | transferred to the University of North Carolina at Green:
graduated in 2012 with a Bachelor of Arts in African American StudiegeAfteolefise
hiatus, | decided to go back to school to pursue my graduate degree and graduated in Se
with a Master of Public Administration degree. | currently serve as a Park Ranger at
Washington National Monument and enjoy teaching others about the importance of
complete and balanced view of history. | am happy to be a part of this group and will add g
this organization.

Linda Strup

|l dm so happy to be part of AAUW! We have
here fultime for about four years. | LOVE the lake. | am active in Trinity Ecumenical
Waterfront Women, She Doos, and a few other clubs and gioeipsdi falsod 100+ Women
Who Care ~ SML and A Simple Gesture SML. My background is in Marketing and Sa
passion is nonprofit work and | served a
my kids. | have been dedicated to promot
a grandmother of six wonderful kiddos, mom of two cool dudes, and wife of Tom (for 43 s
superpower is that | speak fluent Estonian since both of my parents were born there. |
Detroit, Michigan (Motown!), but graduated from JMU with a Bachelor of Business Admi
degree. | love to read, write, cook, travel, and boat/float in the lake.

Kathleen Riordan

| was born south of Rochester, NY on Conesus Lake (along with Altbmigars)went to
college on 2 art scholarships, | received Bachelors degrees in Math and Computer Scie
State University of New York at Potsdam in 1978, and my Masters degree in Computer S
Union College in 1983vent on to work for IBM across many software roles in in Kingston, N
Raleigh, North Carolina for 40 yeaised 3 sons in Raleigh, mostly by myself as my husband
away when they were yourigpught my SML home in 2000 and my sons and | enjoyed mar
weekends here over the yga012 | moved to SML full time, and retired from IBM ih 201¢&
have always enjoyed photography as my easy hobby, and after retirement | started my mor
just as fun hobby of quiltiigkleball, biking, hiking, and swimming are my preferreéclsoorts.
try golf but é. y oamaknember ofithe 8mith MauntaingAdseCouncil and
chair their scholarship committee this year.



PROGRAM

FromourCoVPO6s of Program Susan McSIl arroc

We held our first meeting of the business year on SepatithiedVaterfront Country Club.
Thirtythree ladies attended, and three guests became new members, bringing total branch
membership to 60.

It was the first-person meeting since January 2020. Retiring officers President Fran Cross,’
Membership Marsha Protinsky and Treasurer Margee Kauffman were recognized by our ne
President Betsy DeWeese. Janet Potter, Presider2(20 2@t@ived a certificate of recognition
from AAUW Virginia as our 2020 Named Honoree. We discussed plans for the annual Luncl
Fashion Show and Silent Auction on Novénthefitst since 2019. This event supports
scholarships for area women continuing thsseopalsiry education, STEM camp scholarships 1
elementary school girls and a number of Community Outreach activities.

I n keeping with our theme O0Women at the |
featured guest speaker Rebecca Goransson, Outreach/Group Facilitator for the Franklin Ce
Family Resource Center. The center provides services for men, women and their families. A
you" for all of the voluntary member donations of items and other donations to the center. S
was FILLED, and Rebecca Goransson, program speaker, and other center personnel were
the items were delivered to the center on Monday, September 20

Mark you calendar for the next branch meddimgaoyn 15,2022 Cont i nui ng ou
Lake" theme into 2022, highlighting I
Refl exol ogy. o6 Our speaker wil/l be Amy Mor
YMCA.

Also- Stay tuned for a possible special holiday event! The venue and program will depend
Covid guidelines for our area at the time. Several ideas are brewmq'

A Special Summer Outing

On August 2&leven branch members attended the Book Sak 1y
fundraiser sponsored by the Roanoke Valley branch. No one .
handed! The group then enjoyed a delicious lunch at the day o5&
First Watch. Everyone had a fun time shopping, eating and, n?
importantly, laughing. A great way to end the summer!

For more information about branch programs, contact Susan (mcslarrows@gmail.com) or |
(momcrossl@aol.com).



| NTEREST GROUPS

Community Outreach - Ann Tavino, Chair - atavino@hotmail.com

Science Camp 202Dnce again this summer, SMAAUW provided scholarships for four third gt
girls from two local schools to attend summer camp at the Science Museum of Western Virgil
yeards camp selectdLonht wasShbel 0oE@benamp &
detectives searched for clues, solved puzzles and cracked secret codes to hé\jptend the culpr
AAUW Vi rginia hasgraawatrd efdo ru s2 0a2 2%,3 0f Ou nodmi nngi

LCM Walk Team:The Community Outreach Committee invited all members to join the SMAAL
Team in the "Walk to End Poverty" event that was held on Septemtteagbtif. 15 participants
proudly carried our banner for 3+ miles! Our donations totaled $820. A sincere thank you to tf
walked during the event and to those who made a donation to Lake Christian Ministries, a me
community for the last 30 years, helping those in need.

Another Book Project: We are planning a lagge project to take place in March, 2022 during
Women's History Montie have chosen the idoKy, by Gollyly Dianne Ochiltreeread to

second graders in Bedford, Franklin and Pittsylvania County eleménisthschogiof Molly
Williams, the first documented female firefifiatexe read the story to students, we will donate tt
hardcover book to the school library. Members will have the opportunity to purchase a book i
someone spedahookplate will be placed inside the front cover as a\Gedichiadso be looking
for volunteer readers. Additional details will be available later in November.

Classics Book Group Maria Meleis, Chair - mariam.sml17@gmail.com

The Classics Book Group will meet on Wednesday, October 20th, at Taaza Indian restaurant i
We will be discussing the na\&liitable Bgpyikram Seth, which is set in Exjioring Indian

food will add depth to our understanding of the novel and it promises to be an exciting outing
and a half of meeting via Zoom.

International Studies Group - Pat Bratcher, Chair- pbratch2@gmail.com

The International Studies group will take a special field trip to Roanoke to join the Classics gt
October 20for a fun afternoon at Taaza restaurant.

Our next regular meeting will be held on Novémtier SaMa r y  H Mansha Prdiissky il me
| ead the discussion on Canadad6s health ca

For Januaryods meeting, Sherry Browmleases c o
submit your photos to Sherry by Decéhsteodn1919@gmail.com
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SCHOLARSHI P

To our Scholarship Chair Kristine Hill

Kris Hill will step down from the chairmanship of the Scholarship Committee on December 15
your skill and leadership were instrumental in making the awarding of our college scholarshif
organized and professional process that it is today. While committee membership has change
once during your tenure due to member sodo r
iImportant function have not. Thank you for your dedication over the past four plus years!

Good news: Marsha Protinsky has agreed to
December. With Marshads experience as a pl
organization and people skills, the chairmanship will be in good hands going forward. More g
Kris plans to remain on the committee even while dividing her time between two states.

Committee members currently include Kris, Marsha, Janet Byrne, Maxine Edwards and Caro
This impressive group is already at work for 2022, contacting collenac and

honing the evaluation process while they await the amount of the
scholarship awards. The Board will meet in early December to d
all ocation of proceeds from t
funding our college scholarships) and the Fashion Show and Lu
(funding both scholarships and Community Outreach).

You can contact Kris at kristinehill48@centurylink.net.

COMMUNI CATI ONS

OurSunshine / CelebrationChair i auren Hafner If you know a SMAAUW
member who needs our congratulations, encouragement or sympathy, you can cc
Lauren at Ihafner54@gmail.com, ef82Z7A84, and Lauren will send a card or a note

Marsha Melkonian, ourFacebookCh ai r, encourages you
Mountain American Association of UniversityiVieh AUWGO CIl i c k o |
posts there to have more delivered to your news feed. Share our posts and send |
you think others would like to see there. (marshamelk@hotmail.com)

Visit ouMeb Pagé smithmountaia.aauw.edufor information about the branch.
Visit the Members Only page for the current roster, newsletters and the like!

M



PUBLI C POLI CY

From our Public Policy Chair Janet Byrne

Thanks to those members who participated
VOTE postcard campaign. 6 Participants sen
jrbyrne2020@gmail.com.)



