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Fairfax City Branch AAUW  
Spring Luncheon 

Country Club of Fairfax 
5110 Ox Road, Fairfax 

May 24, 2017, at 1 p.m. 

 

We hope all of you plan to attend our spring 
luncheon to celebrate the major events of the 
year—the Book & Author Luncheon and 
STEMtastics at Northern Virginia Community 
College, made possible by your efforts and 
support. We will honor our scholarship award 
winner for the upcoming year, and Ms. Musarrat 
“Roohi” Husain will discuss women’s health 
issues. Ms. Husain has more than 25 years 
experience as a senior public health program and 
project management professional with UN 
agencies, Africare, USAID, and nongovernmental 
agencies in Asia and Africa. She has provided 
leadership to national and international initiatives 
in diplomacy, development, and humanitarian 
assistance. 

We need your reservations and luncheon 
choices by May 17, along with a check for $32 
made out to Fairfax City Branch AAUW. The 
four meal options are the following: 

 Asiago and prosciutto-stuffed chicken with 
rosemary and thyme gravy 

 Asian beef stir-fry 

 Three-&-one salad with chicken, tuna, and 
shrimp on lettuce 

 Vegetable Napoleon with a tower of roasted 
vegetables 

Coffee and tea will be served with lemon tart and 
fresh berries for dessert. Wine and/or drinks can 
be purchased at the bar. 

Please mail your checks to Program Co-Vice 
President, Kitty Lou Smith at 5240 Lonsdale 
Drive, Springfield, VA 22151.  

We will have a raffle for a free AAUW 
Membership for 2017–18, with the proceeds 
going to the AAUW Fund. Be sure to bring a 
blank check to the luncheon so you can pay your 
dues for the 2017–18 membership year. The 
amount of the check will depend on our vote to 
change branch dues. 

The Country Club of Fairfax is located on Ox 
Road (Rte.123), on the right, approximately .7 
miles west of the Braddock Road (Rt. 620)–Ox 
Road intersection. 

Summer Fun! 

Olga and Bob Burns have generously agreed to 
host us at their home on July 22 this summer for 
our annual pool party and eating fest, so save the 
date. Watch for more information by email as 
plans take shape. See you there! 
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Welcome to AAUW’s New CEO 

Kimberly Churches will be our chief executive 
officer starting June 1, 2017. Kimberly comes to 
AAUW from the Brookings Institution, where 
she strategically guided the public policy 
organization, providing vision and problem-
solving skills, expansive partnerships and external 
relations, and fundraising as the managing 
director. 

 

Kimberly Churches 
(Photograph courtesy AAUW) 

Before joining Brookings, Kimberly was an 
associate vice chancellor at the University of 
Denver, a director of development at the 
University of North Florida, and a division 
director at the American Heart Association. She 
has extensive experience working collaboratively 
on education (K–12 and higher education) as well 
as capacity building among grassroots groups and 
national and international nonprofits.  

Churches earned her bachelor’s degree at Florida 
State University in English education and the 
Certified Fund Raising Executive affiliation in 
2002. She lives with her daughter in Washington, 
D.C. 

Membership 

It is hard to believe that it is time for our annual 
banquet. Our membership remains at 52, but the 
year isn’t over yet! 

Assuming that the membership will vote for the 
proposal to reduce branch dues by $5 (from $18 

to $13) at the May banquet, renewals by check will 
be accepted after the meeting. If you wish to 
renew by credit card, please wait until you receive 
an invoice emailed by AAUW. A link in the email 
will connect you to credit card renewal services. 
This is a new credit card procedure, but I’m sure 
it will go smoothly. I know I like to get those 
points on my credit card any way I can! Renewal 
will be $77 until June 2018. 

Thanks to AAUW’s Shape the Future program 
and to our new members who joined at an event 
open to the public, we have one free national 
membership. We will be selling raffle tickets at the 
banquet. One ticket will cost you $5, and $10 will 
buy three tickets. Now that’s a deal! So you might 
want to check before you leave to make sure you 
have cash in your handbag. 

As always, if you have any questions please email 
or call me at jdimengo@gmail.com or 703/203-
2765 (C) or 703/815-1586 (H). 

Joan Dimengo, VP for Membership 

Happy Relocation, Suzanne! 

Last fall we were dismayed to learn that we would 
lose Suzanne Mahoney to the West Coast. We 
held our collective breaths as she stayed long 
enough to mastermind seating arrangements for 
the Book & Author Luncheon, deal with 
individual requests and complaints, and collect 
reservations for the event.  

We tiptoed around hoping not to encourage her 
to leave before she could use her considerable 
experience to help guide the 2017 STEMtastics to 
its realization in March. We knew that without her 
leadership and drive it might not have thrived. 
Night Owls members and Board members all 
crossed their fingers that she would continue to 
contribute her ideas, her comments, and her 
perspective to those groups. Well, we have now 
run that string out as far as it can go.  

During the summer, Suzanne and her husband 
Rob will move and see what life is like on the left 
coast. Our gratitude for all you’ve done for the 
branch will go with you, Suzanne, along with the 
hope that you’ll fare well and keep in touch from 
time to time. 

mailto:jdimengo@gmail.com
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AAUW National Election 

The AAUW National Election is taking place 
online and in writing. Look at your email and/or 
the back of your Outlook magazine for login/PIN 
information, or request a paper ballot by May 4. 
See Voting FAQ at 
www.aauw.org/resource/national-election as well 
as comments on the changes in the bylaws at 
www.aauw.org/resource/bylaws-tool-kit/. 
Candidate statements and text of bylaws changes 
are also available in the spring 2017 Outlook 
magazine. For answers to questions, please e-mail 
connect@aauw.org or call 800/326-2289. 

The election includes not only candidates for 
national offices, but also a number of proposed 
amendments to the bylaws. Members have 
proposed three amendments to the bylaws on 
membership. The AAUW Governance 
Committee has proposed changes to the bylaws 
on nomination rules, on voting methods, on 
allowing board members to serve on standing 
committees, and on renaming “voting on public 
policy programs” to “voting on public policy 
priorities.” The Fairfax City Branch board was 
originally against the last proposal, but this new 
modification seems appropriate. The membership 
will not vote on the existence of the program (just 
as we don’t vote on the existence of other 
programs within AAUW), but we will continue to 
vote on the content of the public policy priorities. 

These are important issues that deserve review 
before you vote. Voting ends on June 15. 

Our members have submitted statements about 
the membership proposals. 

I am opposed to Proposal 2. AAUW stands for 
America Association of University Women 
because it is composed of women who have 
earned bachelor’s degrees and/or higher degrees 
from a college or university. It has been that way 
for over 100 years. 

I do not imply that men or women who do not 
have those degrees are not as intelligent as those 
who do. Having earned a degree is a sign that 
those people have put in the work and time to 
show their abilities. In the last 50 or so years, 

colleges have been very supportive of people who 
follow nontraditional steps to their degrees. 

I would like to keep the degree requirement for 
membership. Anything less makes a mockery of 
the AAUW name. 

Marilyn Parker 

 

I support Proposal 2. In the 42 years that I have 
been an AAUW member, under considerable 
controversy men and two-year-degreed graduates 
have become eligible for membership. Predictions 
of the demise of AAUW as we knew it have not 
come to pass. The slightly increased diversity 
enhances our community of members. 

Some of the bylaws comments on the AAUW 
website about the desirability of retaining degree 
requirements imply that only people with a college 
degree are educated. I disagree.  

There are many paths to becoming educated. 
Also, a person with a two-year degree can join 
AAUW, but one who has three years of college 
education but no degree cannot. Who has more 
formal education? During my many years as 
branch membership vice president, I sadly had to 
turn away prospects who wanted to join, but did 
not hold a degree. Some were parents of students 
attending our STEM program. These people 
valued education and were eager for their 
daughters to have opportunities that had not been 
available to them. If they had been able to join, 
their insights could have helped inform us, and 
they could have helped us carry out our programs.  

As our membership lags, I would be happy to 
have new members who share our interests, 
regardless of degree status. The rather high dues 
will prompt prospects to consider why they are 
joining AAUW. I hardly think dropping the 
degree requirement is going to open the 
floodgates to people who have no regard for what 
AAUW stands for. I also disagree that AAUW is 
more highly respected because of the degree 

http://www.aauw.org/resource/national-election
http://www.aauw.org/resource/bylaws-tool-kit/
mailto:connect@aauw.org
tel:%28800%29%20326-2289


AAUW Fairfax City (VA) Branch FOCUS May 2017 
 

4 

 

requirement. I belong to other well-respected 
organizations, including the League of Women 
Voters, that have open membership. I fully 
support opening membership to anyone who pays 
AAUW dues. 

Dottie Joslin, Gale Rogers concurring 

It’s not too late to register for the 2017 National 
AAUW Convention, to be held June 14–17 in 
Washington, D.C.  

AAUW Makes a Difference! 

In 2016 the Association 

 Awarded $3.7 million in fellowships and 
grants in 35 countries. 

 Trained 12,480 women to negotiate their 
salary through Start Smart and Work Smart. 

 Sent 200,000 messages on behalf of AAUW 
to state and federal legislators. 

Refresher Course on the ERA 

Alice Paul drafted the first Equal Rights 
Amendment, which was introduced in Congress 
in 1923, the 75th anniversary of the Seneca Falls 
Convention. The current version was passed in 
1972. Three-fourths of the states (38) must ratify 
an amendment before it is added to the U.S. 
Constitution. States were given until 1979—later 
extended to 1982—to ratify the amendment. The 
text is simple: 

Section 1: Equality of rights under the law shall 
not be denied or abridged by the United States or 
by any state on account of sex.  

Section 2: The Congress shall have the power to 
enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions 
of this article.  

Section 3: This amendment shall take effect two 
years after the date of ratification. 

The last state to ratify the ERA was Indiana, in 
1977. By the deadline, only 35 states had ratified 
it. Last month, 45 years after Congress passed it, 
the 36th state, Nevada, approved it. Southern 
states (including Virginia) have not ratified it, 
nor have Illinois, Utah, Arizona, or Oklahoma. 
Something is very wrong with this state of affairs. 

The ERA would give a constitutional basis for 
claims of gender-based violence, help set legal 
standards for sex discrimination at work, help 
ensure that women can continue to work safely 
with reasonable accommodations while pregnant, 
and create other safeguards against gender 
discrmination. (See 
www.eracoalition.org/resources.php) 

Sources: AAUW Washington Update, 3-24-17; AAUW 
Quick Facts, Dec. 2016. 

AAUW of Virginia Election 

Vote before May 12 in the AAUW of Virginia 
elections. Information is available in the 
Winter/Spring issue of the Vision, available online 
at http://aauw-va.aauw.net/newsletter/. We are 
electing candidates for the positions of Vice 
President for Membership, Vice President for 
Finance, and Recording Secretary. 

 

Calendar 
AAUW of Virginia Election Voting  
     Deadline ................................................ May 12 
Spring Luncheon ....................................... May 24 
AAUW National Convention ........... June 14–17 
AAUW Election Voting Deadline .......... June 15 
Annual Pool Party ...................................... July 22 
Book & Author Lunch ............................. Oct. 28 

 
 

 

http://www.eracoalition.org/resources.php
http://aauw-va.aauw.net/newsletter/
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Interest Groups 

Afternoon Lit  

Wednesday, May 17, at 1 p.m. 
Home of Jean Arnold  
14611 Algretus Drive, Centreville 
arnoldjh52@aol.com  
703/830-8189 

Please contact Jean by Sunday, May 14, if you 
plan to attend. We will discuss The Residence: Inside 
the Private World of the White House, by Kate 
Anderson Brower (309 pp.). 

Great Decisions–Salon Discussion Group 

Friday, May 12, at 12 noon 
Home of Kay Corbett 
7226 Clifton Road, Clifton 
Kaycorbett1@msn.com 
703/222-6012 

In May we will continue our Great Decisions 
discussions with the 2017 edition of the Foreign 
Policy Association’s briefing book. The fourth 
topic is Saudi Arabia in Transition. All 
members are invited to attend. We will listen to 
the 30-minute DVD on the topic that 
accompanies the briefing book. 

Please let the hostess know if you will be coming. 
Bring a light lunch. The hostess will furnish 
drinks, dessert, and snacks. 

Lunch Bunch 

Please join us for the May 3 lunch at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Trattoria Villagio in Clifton (7145 Main Street, 
Clifton). Please confirm that you will be coming 
by April 30 by emailing Gale Rogers 
(gale.rogers@denkifuro.com). 

Musical Notes  

Friday, May 5, at 1 p.m. 
Home of Olga Burns 
10623 Timberidge Road, Fairfax Station 
Rubato12@aol.com 
703/239-2876 

At this session, postponed from April, we will 
view the first half of Berlioz’s Les Troyens with 

Jessye Norman, Tatiana Troyanos, and Placido 
Domingo. We will decide at that time when to 
meet again. Please let Olga know if you are 
attending. 

Night Owls  

Tuesday, May 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
Home of Sonia Palomaki  
7014 Ebbtide Lane, Burke 
spalomaki@dspalomaki.com 
703/455-9262 
Our book is The Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison, 
with the discussion led by Joyce Grimes. A light 
supper will be served. Please let Sonja know if you 
will be coming.  
 
Tuesday, June 13, at 6:30 p.m. 
Home of Judy Weltz  
10522 Rosehaven Street, Fairfax 
jolegp@msn.com 
703/272-8242 
 
Don’t forget that this is our planning meeting. 
Hope you are all making your lists of great 
suggestions for us to read! Please let Judy know if 
you plan to attend. 
 
Tuesday, July 11, at 6 p.m. 
Home of Olga Burns 
10623 Timberidge Road, Fairfax Station 
Rubato12@aol.com 
703/239-2876 
 
Come at the earlier time for a swim, followed by a 
light supper by the pool and our discussion of The 
Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. Joan Dimengo will 
lead the discussion. 
 
If you have any questions about Night Owls 
please feel free to contact Paulette Miller at  
Psmiller10847@verizon.net or 703/250-0876. 

 
 

AAUW was a sponsor of the March for Science, 
held in Washington, D.C., and hundreds of other 
locations around the world on April 22. 

mailto:arnoldjh52@aol.com
mailto:Kaycorbett1@msn.com
mailto:gale.rogers@denkifuro.com
mailto:Rubato12@aol.com
mailto:spalomaki@dspalomaki.com
mailto:jolegp@msn.com
mailto:Rubato12@aol.com
mailto:Psmiller10847@verizon.net


 

 

6 

 

 

Our Mission 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 

AAUW Fairfax City Branch 
Membership and Renewal Information  

AAUW membership is open to all graduates who have a two-year, RN, four-year, or higher degree from an 
accredited institution. AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. 
 
You can join or renew online at www.aauw.org. Click on Membership> Join/Renew> Branch Member. Follow the 
prompts. We are ”VA3042 Fairfax City.”   

Or, you can join or renew by completing the application below and mailing it with your check to the treasurer. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________  

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  (H)____________________(W)__________________  (C) _______________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________ 

Degree: _______ College: ___________________________ Field:  _______________ 

Degree: _______ College: ___________________________ Field:  _______________ 

This information will be published in our directory and newsletter, unless you indicate items to omit.   
 
DUES: $82 ($49 national, $15 state, $18 branch) for membership through June 30, 2017.  
Note: $46 of the national dues is tax deductible. 
 
If transferring from National Membership or another branch, submit dues to the treasurer.  
 
Contact Joan Dimengo  (C 703/203-2765 H 703/815-1586 or email jdimengo@gmail.com) for verification of the 
dues amount.  
 
AAUW ID #, if known: _____________ 
Dues enclosed for transfer: ___________           National membership expiration date: ______ 
 
Make your check payable to AAUW Fairfax City Branch and send it with this form and your check to the treasurer: 
Dottie Joslin 
11110 Del Rio Dr. 
Fairfax, VA 22030-5339 
j.joslin@verizon.net or 703/591-9035 

 
Would you be willing to bring someone to our meetings and events if she lives in your area? Yes or No 
Do you need transportation to our meetings and events? Yes or No   
  

http://www.aauw.org/
mailto:jdimengo@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/AAUWFC/Focus/2015-2016/Focus%202015Nov/Drafts/j.joslin@verizon.net


 

 

 

Officers: 
President:  Gale Rogers 
  gale.rogers@denkifuro.com 
Program Vice President:  
  Dianne Blais 
  rubato12@aol.com 
  Kitty Lou Smith 
  mailto:kittysmith@cox.net 
Membership Vice President:  
  Joan Dimengo 
  jdimengo@gmail.com 
Secretary: Anita Light 
  anita.light95@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Dottie Joslin  
  j.joslin3@verizon.net 
AAUW Funds and Scholarship: 
  Paulette Miller 
  psmiller10847@verizon.net  
Communication:      Leslie Vandivere 
  lvandivere@cox.net  
Newsletter Editor:   Jan Humphrey  
  dandjhumph@aol.com 
Web Manager:  Leslie Vandivere 
  lvandivere@cox.net  

Branch Website: http://fairfaxcity-va.aauw.net/ 
 

Branch Event Chairs: 
Book and Author Luncheon: 
  Barbara Klementz 
  brbklm5@verizon.net 
  Suzanne Mahoney 
  suzanne070946@mac.com 
STEMtastics: Suzanne Mahoney 
  suzanne070946@mac.com 

 

Interest Group Chairs: 
Afternoon Literature:  Jean Arnold 
  arnoldjh52@aol.com 
Night Owls:  Paulette Miller  
   psmiller10847@verizon.net 
Salon Discussion Group : Kay Corbett 
   kaycorbett1@msn.com 
Musical Notes:  Olga Burns 

rubato12@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

13825 Baywood Court 
Centreville, VA 20120 

 
Penny C. Welke 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 
Crickenberger & Welke Area Code: 703 

Fairfax Commons, Suite 71B Telephone: 691-8900 

3921 Old Lee Highway Fax: 691-1088 

Fairfax, Virginia 22030 3921Law@vacoxmail.com 
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